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As we start 2018, we 
offer a Year in Review of 
our Association’s 2017 
successes, and begin to    
outline efforts we will be 
undertaking in 2018. 
These efforts take the 
participation and sup-
port of all AIWA    
stakeholders and we 
thank you for your    
ongoing support. Below 
are some of our success-
es in 2017: 
 
• Worked with Congress 
and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) to increase 
funding for the dredging 
of the AIWW. 

• In March 2017, our 
Board of Directors met 
with thirteen Congression-
al offices in Washington, 
D.C., and staff from the 
House of Representatives 
Appropriations Committee 
to highlight the value of 
the AIWW.  The support of 
our federal partners led to 
over $15.6 million for 
AIWW funding, which is 
an increase of almost 80% 
above the President’s  
budget for FY17.  This was 
the highest amount the 
AIWW has received since 
the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (Stimulus Bill). 
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provided by Amanda 
Rutherford of the U.S. 
DOT’s Maritime Admin-
istration, and Kyle Ward 
discussed NOAA’s new 
National Charting Plan.  
Other topics in the session 
included an update on an 
Economic Impact Study 
for the Intracoastal      
Waterway in Florida by     
Valerie Seidel of the     
Balmoral Group; Water-
way Access and the East 
Coast Greenway by Beth 
Lemke of Planning       
Solutions, Inc.; and new 
procedures from the 
Corps regarding the     
establishment of “no-
wake” zones. 
 
(continued on next page) 

Engineers.  Following the 
welcome, Captain Bion 
Stewart, Commander of 
Sector North Carolina of 
the U.S. Coast Guard,  
provided an overview and 
update of activities in his 
area of responsibility. 
 
Attendees also received 
the State of the AIWW 
Update from the South 
Atlantic Division and pro-
ject managers for each 
Corps District project. 
One of those projects is 
the Jekyll Island, Georgia 
Pilot Project.  These 
presentations are dis-
cussed in more detail in 
following newsletter arti-
cles.  
 
On Wednesday afternoon, 
presentations were      

The AIWA Annual     
Meeting in Wrightsville 
Beach, NC was a resound-
ing success. Held on     
November 15-16, 2017 at 
the Blockade Runner 
Beach Resort, attendees 
were provided with a   
robust program and     
ample opportunities to 
have conversations with 
federal partners who are 
responsible for the man-
agement of the waterway. 
 
The presentations includ-
ed a variety of topics of 
interest to all waterway 
stakeholders. In the open-
ing session on Wednesday 
morning, we were wel-
comed by Daniel Brown, 
Chief of Operations for 
the Wilmington District of 
the U.S. Army Corps of 

2017 AIWA Annual Meeting was a SUCCESS! 

• We also worked with all 
Corps Districts along the 
waterway to pursue      
additional funding to    
address waterway im-
pacts caused by hurri-
canes in 2016. Disaster 
recovery funding was  
allocated for maintenance 
dredging in every state on 
the AIWW, and we are 
now pursuing funding for 
damages caused by the 
2017 hurricane season. 
 
 
(continued on next page) 
 

Find us at www.atlanticintracoastal.org 
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AIWA 2017 Annual Meeting (Continued) 

Waterways Conference, 
Inc., and partner with 
numerous other national   
organizations. 
 
•Continued outreach with 
other federal agencies 
such as the Maritime   
Administration in the 
U.S. Department of 
Transportation, NOAA 
and the U.S. Coast Guard 
to support many efforts 
including the Marine 
Highways program and 
chart mapping efforts, 
especially in areas where 
maintenance dredging is 
needed. 
 
We are now looking     
forward to an exciting 

2018. In early March, the 
AIWA board of directors 
will be returning to Wash-
ington to advocate for  
more money for waterway 
maintenance.  This will be 
a challenging year as  
Congress has yet to pass 
final appropriations for 
FY 18. In addition, we will 
continue to follow pro-
jects that have received 
funding to insure they are 
on track for completion. 
 
Finally, we will continue 
to engage with all federal 
and non-federal partners 
to be the Voice of the   
Waterway. Thank you for 
your support! 

•We presented an annual 
meeting to bring           
decisionmakers and 
stakeholders together to 
discuss issues impacting 
the AIWW. 
 
•We are working with 
stakeholders to investi-
gate the possibility of non
-federal funding for the 
dredging of the AIWW in 
South Carolina and  
Georgia. 
 
•Participated in regional 
and national coalitions to 
increase awareness of 
AIWW        issues.  We are 
an active board member 
and Executive Committee 
member of the National 

ening project in Broward 
County, Florida and a 
panel discussion by wa-
terway users and com-
mercial industries. 
 
In Broward County, a wa-
terway deepening project 
was undertaken by the 
Florida Inland Navigation 
District, with support by 
Taylor Engineering, Inc., 
to accommodate deeper 
drafts from the mega-
yacht industry. In South 
Florida, the megayacht 
industry is a substantial 
contributor to the econo-
my. 
 
Our panel presentations 
featured three AIWA 
member organizations 
who are waterway stake-
holders.  First, Kathleen 
Riely explained the role 
of the North Carolina 
Beach, Inlet and Water-
way Association in advo-

cating for projects along 
the North Carolina coast, 
and provided a state-level 
perspective.  Following 
Ms. Riely, Terry Hairston 
described how Nucor 
Steel in Hertford County, 
NC uses the waterway for 
the shipment of materials 
for their steel plate pro-
duction.  Devon Carlock 
of Cottrell Contracting 
Corporation outlined his 
company’s use of the wa-
terway and involvement 
in maintenance dredging 
projects to keep the wa-
terway open.  The annual 
meeting ended with an 
invitation to all attendees 
to join us in November 
2018 in Charleston, SC for 
our next annual meeting.  
 
Copies of all presentations 
are available on our    
website. 

Thursday morning’s ses-
sion began with a panel 
discussion with our Corps 
partners regarding  chal-
lenges facing waterway 
maintenances–real estate 
encroachment and dredge 
material management.  
These issues are not new 
to the Association, but are 
becoming more pressing 
as development continues 
along the waterway. Of 
specific concern for us is 
how we will be able to 
continue to maintain the 
waterway in areas where 
upland disposal sites are 
becoming filled to capaci-
ty.  Only Florida has suffi-
cient capacity for the next 
10-20 years and we are 
hoping to assist in finding 
and supporting the acqui-
sition of new sites in oth-
er states.  
 
Our final session of the 
meeting included a deep-

2018 AIWA ANNUAL MEETING IN CHARLESTON, SC 
NOVEMBER 2018. MORE DETAILS TO COME! 
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A Review of 2017 and 2018 AIWW Dredging Projects 

(Corps) in Jacksonville, 
Florida and he has been 
working in partnership 
with the Savannah District 
of the Corps.  
 
Building on the agreement 
from workshop attendees 
to further discuss a pilot 
project for non-traditional 
placement of dredge      
material from Jekyll Creek, 
the Corps team had       
entered into more in-depth 
conversations with state 
and federal regulatory 
agencies during the year.  
Those discussions had 
reached a point where the 
Corps proposed an in-
person meeting with state 
and federal partners along 
with a select group of 
stakeholders in December 
2017.  The AIWA was    
invited to participate. 
 
In the December 2017 
meeting, Dr. McCoy      

presented two options to 
dispose of the dredge mate-
rial.  One is the placement 
of dredge material in an 
upland site, and the second 
area would be in a nearby 
"deep hole."  Both of these 
options were well received 
by the attendees, and dis-
cussion ensued as input 
was requested by the 
Corps.  The end result of 
the meeting was that all 
parties pledged to work 
together to finalize place-
ment locations and develop 
permitting and monitoring 
requirements that could 
lead to waterway dredging.   
 
While no final timeframe 
has been established, the 
AIWA is hopeful that we 
will see the Jekyll Creek 
project underway later this 
year.  More information 
will be provided in follow-
ing newsletters. 

Over the course of 2017, 
the AIWA has been actively 
supporting the develop-
ment of a pilot project for 
the thin-layer placement of 
dredged material from 
Jekyll Creek into nearby 
marsh areas. Jekyll Creek 
is the shallowest point 
along Georgia’s 161-mile 
long portion of the AIWW. 
We are pleased to offer this 
update as the efforts are 
moving forward!   
 
In an annual meeting 
presentation by Dr. Clay 
McCoy, Dr. McCoy         
explained the steps that 
have occurred since the 
public workshop hosted by 
the AIWA in February on 
Jekyll Island, and outlined 
the next steps in the      
process.  Dr. McCoy is 
from the Regional Sedi-
ment Management Center 
of Expertise of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 

Wilmington: 
Completed maintenance 
dredging at Core Creek, 
Browns Inlet Crossing, 
Topsail Creek Crossing, 
Howards Channel Cross-
ing, Carolina Beach Inlet 
Crossing, U.S. Coast Guard 
Oak Island, Lockwoods 
Folly River Crossing,  
Lockwoods Folly Inlet 
Crossing and Shalotte Inlet 
Crossing. Potential 2018 
projects include Bear to 
Browns Inlet Crossings, 
New River Inlet Crossing, 
Shinn Creek Crossing, 
Snow’s Cut, Carolina 
Beach Inlet Crossing, 
Lockwoods Folly River 
Crossing, Lockwoods Folly 
Inlet Crossing and Shalotte 
Inlet Crossing.  
 
Charleston: 
2018 maintenance dredg-
ing projects include seven 
shoals from Charleston, SC 

to Beaufort, SC (Rantowles, 
Dawhoo River (1&2), Watts 
Cut, Fenwich Cut, Rock 
Creek and Ashepoo-
Coosaw Cutoff), and 
maintenance dredging in 
Horry County. 
 
Georgia: 
Jekyll Island Pilot Project 
 
Jacksonville: 
Completed maintenance 
dredging at St. Augustine/
Matanzas Inlet, Bakers 
Haulover and Crossroads. 
2018 dredging projects  
include Broward Reach 1, 
Volusia County, and Sawpit 
Reach 3. 
 
We are pleased to see 
dredging occurring in every 
state and will continue to 
provide updates on the 
2018 projects. 

As part of the AIWA      
Annual Meeting, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) provided the     
attendees with a State of 
the Waterway panel 
presentation from Division 
and District staff.  The  
Division staff  set the stage 
of the national Operations 
& Maintenance picture for 
the Corps followed by    
individual presentations 
from each of the AIWW 
Program Managers. Below 
is a listing of 2017 and 
2018 projects for each   
District: 
 
Norfolk: 
Hurricane recovery efforts 
including tree removal and 
maintenance dredging at 
Deep Creek, Turners Cut 
and Dismal Swamp Canal. 
Bridge replacement efforts, 
operations and mainte-
nance of locks. 
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AIWA Sponsors for 2017 AIWA Annual Meeting 

The Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Association wants to thank the following sponsors of the 2017 
Annual Meeting on November 15-16, 2017 in Wrightsville Beach, NC. 
 

Platinum Meeting Sponsor-  
FLORIDA INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT 

 
Evening Welcome Reception 

GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK COMPANY 
 

Lunch Sponsor 
CROSS STATE TOWING COMPANY, INC. 

 
Continental Breakfast Sponsor 

MORGAN & EKLUND, INC. 
 

Networking Breaks Sponsor 
COTTRELL CONTRACTING CORPORATION 

 
Imprinted Notepad Sponsor 

TAYLOR ENGINEERING, INC. 
 

Lanyard Sponsor 
ARC SURVEYING & MAPPING, INC. 

 
Exhibitors: 

 
ARC SURVEYING & MAPPING 

 
COLONNA’S SHIPYARD, INC. 

 
McKIM & CREED 

 
TAYLOR ENGINEERING, INC. 

 
 

General Sponsors: 
 

BOAT OWNERS OF THE U.S. ASSOCIATION (BOAT U.S.) 
 

HAYWARD BAKER, INC. 
 

HYATT SURVEY SERVICES, INC. 
 

McDONOUGH MARINE SERVICES 
 

TOWN OF HOLDEN BEACH, NC 
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Photos from the AIWA Annual Meeting in Wrightsville Beach, N.C. 

tion will award Marine 
Highway Grants to         
implement projects or 
components of projects 
previously designated by 
the Secretary of          
Transportation (Secretary) 
under AMHP. Only     
sponsors of designated 
Marine Highway Projects 
are eligible to apply for a 
Marine Highway Grant as 
described in this notice.  
 
Please note that unlike 
previous years, applicants 
are permitted to submit 
one application for route 
designations and project 
designations services    
concurrently. 
 
For more information 
about this grant              
opportunity, contact 
tori.collins@dot.gov 

The Maritime Administra-
tion has released a Notice 
of Funding Opportunity for 
$4.85 million in grant 
funds for America’s Marine 
Highway (AMH) Program. 
 
The Secretary, through the 
Maritime Administration 
(MARAD), intends to 
award $4,850,000 through 
grants to the extent that 
there are qualified          
applications. MARAD will 
seek to obtain the         
maximum benefit from the 
available funding by 
awarding grants to as 
many qualified projects as 
possible; however, MAR-
AD reserves the right to 
award all funds to just one 
project. MARAD may    
partially fund applications 
by selecting discrete    
components of projects. 

The start date and period 
of performance for each 
award will depend on the 
specific project to which 
MARAD must agree.  
MARAD will administer 
each Marine Highway 
Grant pursuant to a grant 
agreement with the Marine 
Highway Grant recipient. 
 
The purpose of the appro-
priation is to make grants 
to previously designated 
Marine Highway Projects 
that support the develop-
ment and expansion of 
documented vessels, and 
port and landside           
infrastructure. This notice 
announces the availability 
of funding for grants and 
establishes selection      
criteria and application 
requirements. The U.S. 
Department of Transporta-

Daniel Brown, Chief of Operations Division from the  
Wilmington District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
welcomes the attendees to the 2017 Atlantic Intracoastal 
Waterway Association Annual Meeting. 

Marine Highway Grant Funding Opportunity 

Attendees listen to a question for 
Jim Medlock, Wilmington District, 
regarding the establishment proce-
dure for “no wake zones” in the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway. 

Mark Crosley, 2017 AIWA Chair, 
thanks all of the sponsors and    
exhibitors of the 2017 AIWA Annual 
Meeting. 



In late 2017, they were receiving 
one 2,700 ton barge per day via 
the waterway. They are also one 
of the largest private job provid-
ers in eastern North Carolina. 
They have 470 team members 
with an average annual           
compensation of $85,000, and 
are a tremendous economic asset 
to the region. 

2016 and are #169 on the Fortune 
500 list. 
 
Nucor-Hertford is located on the 
Chowan River in Hertford Coun-
ty, North Carolina and operations 
started in 2000.  The location was 
chosen due to it’s access to ocean 
and river transportation options. 
 
Nucor-Hertford is capable of pro-
ducing 1.4 million tons of steel 
plate annually, of which 70% of 
the raw material comes to their 
plant via barge on the waterway.  

The AIWA is pleased to announce 
our newest Corporate member– 
Nucor Steel in Hertford, NC, a 
steel plate mill for the Nucor     
Corporation. 
 
Nucor Corporation is the largest 
producer of steel in the U.S. with a 
production capacity of over 29 mil-
lion tons per year.  They currently 
have over 24,000 team members 
at approximately 200 operating 
facilities in North America.  They 
had over $16 billion in sales in 
2016 and are #169 on the Fortune 
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New Corporate Member Spotlight- Nucor Steel in Hertford, NC 

NOAA Releases Final National Charting Plan 

• Coast Survey is prototyping 
some options that would allow 
users to create customized raster 
charts by selecting the chart size 
and scale, as well as the units 
used to display depths. 

• In partnership with the U.S.   
Army Corps of Engineers, Coast   
Survey will continue to explore 
ways to improve the consistent, 
up-to-date provision of depth in-
formation in channels maintained 
by the Corps. This will likely 
change the way    channel depths 
are portrayed on charts. 

• Includes a section describing 
Coast Survey’s support to the U.S. 
Baseline Committee and the 
charting of important maritime 
boundaries. 
 
For more information visit: 
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov 
 

• Provides a more nuanced        
discussion of future production of 
raster and paper nautical charts.  
NOAA has no current plans to 
stop the production of paper or 
raster nautical charts. However, 
raster charts may look a bit differ-
ent in the future. 

• Includes an acknowledgement 
of the role played by third-party        
providers of information based on 
NOAA raster chart products. 

• Includes an acknowledgement 
of the growing amount of source 
data that is coming from non-
traditional or “crowd-source” data 
providers. 

• Coast survey received fewer 
than twenty comments regarding 
the   possible conversion of 
depths from fathoms and feet to 
meters. These came from both 
recreational boaters and profes-
sional mariners. The majority of 
the comments favored retaining 
the standard U.S. units of fath-
oms and feet. 

• Coast survey is proceeding to 
make ENCs more compatible with 
metric units (The international  
product specification for ENC     
mandates that depths must be       
encoded in meters). However, 
raster charts will continue to 
show depths in fathoms and feet. 

Below is information provid-
ed by NOAA in a Nov 15, 2017 
Press Release. 

NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey        
released the National Charting 
Plan following a public comment 
period that ended in July 2017. A 
draft version of the plan was      
released in February 2017. The  
final version reflects the feedback 
received from professional mari-
ners, recreational boaters, print-on
-demand chart publishers, third-
party data providers, software   
developers, and other users of  
NOAA charts. 
 
The National Charting Plan is a    
strategy to improve NOAA nautical 
chart coverage, products, and          
distribution. It describes the evolv-
ing state of marine navigation and       
nautical chart production, and        
outlines actions that will provide 
the customer with a suite of prod-
ucts that are more useful, up-to-
date, and safer to navigate with. It 
is not a plan for the maintenance 
of individual charts, but a strategy 
to improve all charts. 
 
Much of the content of the original 
draft remains unchanged, but sev-
eral topics were added or clarified. 
These include the following: 
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OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
Association is to encourage the continuation and   
further development of waterborne commerce and 
recreation in the Intracoastal Waterways of Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida 

through the promotion of adequate dredging, safe 
navigation and maintenance; to work to ensure the 
US Army Corps of Engineers maintains the waterway 
at a 12-foot depth at low tide, as authorized by      
Congress; and to educate the nation and the region 

about the historical and economic value of the        
waterway to its citizens. 
 

WE THANK OUR SPONSORS AND CORPORATE MEMBERS 

 
March 5-7, 2018:  
National Waterways  
Conference Legislative 
Summit 
Washington, DC 
Go to: www.waterways.org 
 
May 1-2, 2018:  
American Boating Congress 
Washington, DC 
Go to: www.nmma.org 
 
September 12-14, 2018:  
National Waterways  
Conference Annual Meeting 
New Orleans, LA 
Go to: www.waterways.org 
 
November 2018 (TBD):  
AIWA Annual Meeting 
Charleston, SC 
Go to: 
www.altanticintracoastal.org 
 

UPCOMING 

MEETINGS OF 

INTEREST 


